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“Hope” is the thing with feathers - 

That perches in the soul - 

And sings the tune without the words - 

And never stops - at all - 

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard - 

And sore must be the storm - 

That could abash the little Bird 

That kept so many warm - 

I’ve heard it in the chillest land - 

And on the strangest Sea - 

Yet - never - in Extremity, 

It asked a crumb - of  me. 
 

Emily Dickinson c. 1861 
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Character Produces Hope 

As we move away from 2020, we can say “good-bye” to COVID-19, with its multiple challenges 

and dark outcomes. Now we can say “hello” to 2021 in hopes that the virus 

is conquered and we can resume our pursuit of happiness.   

Although we think our experience with this pandemic was something  

unheard of, something alien to humanity, we might remember two things: 

First, in the beginning, the earth was darkness and void when Creator- God 

breathed light that separated the void to put darkness into its place. Created 

beauty arose from chaos! (Gen 1:1-3).  

Second, the night of plagues, epidemics, pandemics and destructive viruses of undetermined 

origin have been around since Adam and Eve were expelled from the garden. But in every  

instance, people of faith suffered, persevered, endured, and ultimately rejoiced in the light of a 

new dawn that followed.  

So, St. Paul (Rom. 5:3-6) urges us to rejoice in our suffering because suffering “produces  

endurance, endurance produces character and character produces hope.”  

 

Were it not so, would we have the progression of health sciences, and the beauty of saints and 

heroes of yesterday and today?       - Don D.  

     Recently, Dave Alban Ltd & Audiology and the Hearing Aid Center of Oshkosh  
donated several clear masks to Evergreen’s Foundation. They were modified for a 
comfier fit by our volunteers. Clear window masks make lip-reading possible and are 
helpful when communicating with someone with hearing loss. These Clear-window 
masks are available in the office of social worker Jill Walters in the Courtyard Building, entrance 2.  
     If you own one of the older colorful cotton masks made by Evergreen’s volunteers, but have issues 
with the fit, fogging up of glasses, or you do not care for the elastic loops around the ear?  No worries!  
Jill Walters has plenty of masks available in her office that come in smaller sizes, have a sew-in nose clip, 
as well as elastic straps that fit around the head.   

     The elastic straps (shown in image on left) are safer for hearing aid users. This 
kind of elastic does not loop behind the ear where it can get tangled with hearing 
aids. The elastic also permits the mask to be worn around the neck, ready for when 
you need it.  
     If you would rather wear it with the traditional loops behind the ear, the elastic is 
easily cut and modified.   
     Need help with an existing mask? Contact Village resident Juliëtte Sterkens at  
920-450-0148. 

Evergreen’s High Sew-Ciety Face-Mask Update 
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HOPE IS MORE THAN A FOUR-LETTER WORD 

 
     With 2020 being such a frustrating and stressful year, it certainly could lead to feeling despondent 
and depressed.  HOPE is a very short word, but it is HUGE in its implications!  HOPE is something 
we all must try to retain, in order to achieve a positive and upbeat attitude.  Using the letters in HOPE, 
perhaps some of the following words may strike a chord. 

 

      HOME became a haven, where families felt safe and protected.  HOPEfully,  
communication between family members was reinstated, where it may have been lost due to 
work, school and extracurricular activities, and other interests.  Interaction, such as games, 
puzzles, art projects, etc. perhaps again became a part of the routine while staying close to 
home.  HOME also evolved into an office where folks remotely pursued their work.  It  
became a schoolroom, where students moved forward with their education through virtual 
learning. 

 

      OPPORTUNITIES have arisen during the pandemic due to the stay at home life 
style to which we have had to adapt.  Many folks have used this time to seize the  
OPPORTUNITY of rearranging and cleaning out drawers, closets, attics, basements 
and garages.  With eating out less, there were new recipes to try.  It was also an  
opportune time to take up a new hobby, learn a new handicraft, or go back to one you 
previously did not have time for. 
 

      PATIENCE seems to be in short supply today.  There are reports that road rage and domestic  
violence incidents have increased dramatically.  Folks seem to be “losing their cool” all too 
often in retail stores, parking lots, etc., many times resulting in heated arguments or worse.  
If people could just remain calm, and think for a few moments before saying or doing 
something they may regret, it would help any situation from escalating.  Three well known 
sayings about PATIENCE are:  PATIENCE is a virtue.  PATIENCE is its own reward.  
With love and PATIENCE, nothing is impossible.  Something to think about, hm? 

 

      EMBRACE each day for the gift that it is.  Before you go to bed each night, try to recall one or 
more things which made you laugh or gave you joy during the day. It may be just bright sunshine, a 
good movie or TV show, a beautiful sunset, a good book, music you listened to, or  
something funny you heard.  Perhaps you received from or sent to someone a note, letter, 
card, email, text or phone call.  You may be surprised to find there are any number of  
positives to EMBRACE on a daily basis! 
 

      There are also numerous sayings containing the word “HOPE”.  HOPE springs eternal.  
Glimmer of HOPE.  HOPE for the best.  Keep HOPE alive.  While there’s life, there’s HOPE.  These 
are just a few, but remember, that yesterday “what was”, today “what is”, and tomorrow “what will 
be”.  If we can keep HOPE in our hearts and minds for tomorrow and all the days following, HOPE 
WILL BE that light at the end of the very dark tunnel in which everyone has been living for the past 
year. We have nothing without HOPE!  So keep it strong for 2021!     
                                                      - Maurene C. 

 

Maurene Christenen, Courtyard Resident               Don Derozier, Courtyard Resident 

Donna Lord, Courtyard Resident                Bev Wintheiser, Courtyard Resident              

Caitlyn Scott, Edie Norenberg & Linda Greene, Staff Liaisons 
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WORD LIST TO CHOOSE FROM 

 birds      you      star      there      out      hopes 

alone      reach       a      from      world      heaven 
 

  of      wonderful      walk     sunshine      falling 

 

 

Please Join Me in extending a Grateful Farewell to 

Bev Wintheiser 

 

     Bev Wintheiser was one of the original residents who wanted to create a 

newsletter by residents for residents, with the focus on life at Evergreen and 

other topics of interest; this resulted in the resident newsletter, “Eye on  

Evergreen”. 

     She was instrumental in helping us to format and design the content of this 

newsletter.  Bev brought to the team her beautiful gift of poetry, many  

interesting articles for “Did You Know?” and many other delightful and  

valuable contributions.   

     Bev has decided it is time for her to step down from her role on this team.  We are so grateful for the 

years of dedication she gave us that have given enjoyment to her peers and helped to bring about this 

wonderful publication.   
 

 

Thank you Bev!  From all the readers of “Eye on Evergreen”! 

SONGS OF HOPE: A MUSIC IDENTIFICATION GAME 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

  HERE IS A LIST OF TEN (10) SONGS OF HOPE BUT THERE ARE WORDS  

  MISSING IN THE TITLE. FILL IN THE CORRECT WORD (S) FROM AMONG  

  THOSE LISTED AT THE BOTTOM.  

ARTISTS TO CHOOSE FROM 

 

A. Natasha Bedingfield  F. Bob Marley        

B. Frank Sinatra   G. Doris Day (Others) 

C  Louis Armstrong   H. Perry Como 

D. Four Tops        I.  Staple Singers 

E.  Josh Groban          J.  Bing Crosby 

SONGS OF HOPE:                          

1. What a _________  _____  by ___  

2. A  Pocket full __ ________ by ___     

3. ___  are loved  by ___      

4. Three little  _____  by ___      

5. Catch _ _______  ____  by ___          

6. I’ll take you ____  by ___         

7. High _____   by ___         

8. Pennies  ____  ______  by ___           

9. You’ll never  ____  _____ by ___  

   10. _____  ___  I’ll be there  by ___ 

ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND ON A LATER 

PAGE IN THIS ISSUE 
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Monday, January 25th was a day of excitement and perhaps some apprehension here 

at Evergreen – the Moderna vaccine had arrived. A pharmacy team came from 

Walgreens, with a supply of the vaccine. Green floor markers led us to the Fireside Lounge for 

check-in, from there we were ushered to the W&PAC and the location where we would receive the 

injection. Thanks to a well-organized plan, 463 residents and staff received the vaccine. Residents 

were given their first injection, while staff and employees received their second. After the “shot” 

we received a COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card, with a reminder on the reverse side for the  

second dose (February 22nd). After receiving our injection, we waited and were monitored for about 

15 minutes for any potential side effects. From there, back to whatever the day had in store for us. 

Let’s continue wearing our masks, and don’t forget your second dose on the 22nd.  In chatting with other 

residents, all were in agreement—GREAT JOB, and that we are so fortunate to live here!  It was so easy for 

us—everything taken care of—all we had to do was show up!  THANK YOU, EVERGREEN!   
        

      It’s that time of year again – tax time!  And you are probably in a sorting, organizing,  

tossing mode. Do  you know large locked containers are available throughout the Evergreen 

campus, where you can deposit material to be shredded? In the Courtyard, they can be 

found in the Trash Rooms; in the Manor building they are in the Utility Rooms. Wherever 

you live, and need to shred sensitive documents, such a container is available. When you 

deposit material, you won’t hear the grinding noise of shredding. For our protection, the containers are  

periodically emptied by a commercial company and taken to their facility where shredding takes place.  
                 

 

          Hope you’ve tried the new menus in the GardenSide and Pub 67 which debuted in mid-

January.  Some favorite dishes are back, together with new delicious sounding items! Of 

course, the regular Friday fish fry and Sunday prime rib continue to be offered, as well as the 

daily specials and the weekly special. The convenience of ordering meals to go or delivered  

directly to your accommodation is still available as usual. We are SO fortunate to have such a 

wide variety of items to choose from.  Be sure to give your taste buds a treat! 
 

 

        It really is delightful to have the waterfalls in the Courtyard running all year long.  The ponds have 

been iced over for a good share of the time, and the waterfall rocks have been covered with a lot of ice.  In 

fact part of the time we could not even see the water emerging into the ponds on the lower end.  Beautiful 

sight! When we had those several warmer days and the ice on the ponds melted, we were able to see that the 

Koi were alive and well and swimming around.  It has also been so much fun to watch numerous ducks  

flying in and out on many occasions.  The Courtyard is definitely NOT completely dormant in the winter!  

 

 

      The Eye on Evergreen team is excited to formally introduce Don Derozier! Don and his wife 

Carol moved into a Courtyard Apartment in December of 2019.  As they were still trying to  

settle in, Covid hit and our normal Evergreen activities changed or seized. They are both  

eager to get involved on campus and get to know more people. Thankfully, Don had  

expressed interest in a few areas and writing was one of them! We quickly scooped him up and 

he has become a vital asset to the production of this newsletter.  Welcome Don! 
 

 

                                The Neta Library has added additional shelving! This unit has shelving on both sides and 

is on wheels, which will make relocating it, when necessary, a breeze.  Don’t worry, the wheels lock and the 

unit is very sturdy, so no one will knock it over! The library committee would also like to remind everyone 

that the leather-bound books in two of the cabinets near the mailboxes are available for checkout! Just sign 

them out in the binder (on the counter next to the computer) and read away! Also, please do not leave 

books that you received from the Public Library through Home Delivery in the Neta Library.  
            

           - Donna L. & Maurene C.  

THIS AND THAT 
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      Evergreen Trivia  #17 
 
 

Question: Do you remember the hand-decorated Heirloom eggs that graced the display case in 
the hall across from the resident mailboxes?  Who crafted those eggs? 

The eggs resembled the famous Faberge eggs made for Russian Czars.  The real shells, many of them 
goose eggs, were decorated with braids, jewels, flowers and even figurines.  Each was made as a labor 
of love.   

Answer:  Marguerite Donaldson, a former Evergreen resident hand-crafted the eggs.  She and her 
 husband Harold lived in an Evergreen Home at the time.  Her collection was on display at Evergreen 
for about 30 years until new construction necessitated their removal.  Many of the eggs were donated 
to the Oshkosh Public Museum and the rest were sold in the Gift Shop.  

Another interesting fact:  Back in 1989, Marguerite crafted more than 50 eggs specifically to sell in 
the Gift Shop.  Prices ranged from $3 to $40 each.  Three people were allowed into the shop at a time 
starting at noon and by 12:35 only a few eggs remained.  Total sales for the day amounted to a record 
at that time of $700 plus!   

 

    Valentine’s Day is second only to Christmas for exchanging greeting cards.  

Everyone is familiar with Hallmark Cards. 1913 was when they offered their first 

Valentine’s Day card, and began producing them in 1916.  Jewelry, flowers, candy 

or a special night out—all ways to express your caring and love. 
 

    In 1861 Richard Cadbury introduced the first heart-shaped box of chocolates.  Today more than 36 

million heart-shaped boxes of chocolates are sold each year.  That is more than a whopping 58 million 

pounds of chocolate!  Now, of course, the boxes come in many sizes, with a variety of  

trimming. 
 

    Another popular Valentine candy—those crunchy little pastel colored hearts, each containing a 

short message.  They were originally round medical lozenges.  They date back to 1847, when the first 

candy making machine was invented by Oliver Chase.  Seizing this opportunity to revolutionize the 

candy business, he started to produce the wafers.  He developed a way to press words on the candy  

lozenges with a felt roller pad and vegetable food coloring.  They did not  

become heart shaped until 1902.  In 1901 his company had merged with two 

other companies to form the New England Confectionery Company  

(NECCO).  Now you know what NECCO stands for!  By 1912 the wafers were 

being advertised as Necco Wafers, the name we know them by to this day. Supposedly they have a 

shelf life of FIVE years! 
 

       Of course, all calories are suspended or non-existent on  

   Valentine’s Day, so anyone can dive in with a clear conscience! 

         - Maurene C.  

A Few Fun Facts About Valentine’s Day 
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Safety First: FIRE ALARM PROTOCOL 

 

WHAT’S THAT NOISE? SHRILL & SQUAWKING? THE FIRE ALARM! WHAT TO DO? DON’T PANIC! 

Unless there is imminent danger, remember IN and OUT. Stay IN your accommodation with the door closed 

(locked or unlocked) and OUT of the corridors. 

Did you know? When an alarm/strobe activates in the main building, condos or ShareHaven, all mechanical 

fire doors close, the ventilation systems shut down, a signal is transmitted to a monitoring service that notifies 

the Fire Department. The monitoring service calls Evergreen to confirm the alarm and dispatching of the Fire 

Department. In the three plus years I have lived in the Courtyard, on the few occasions the alarm has sounded, 

the Fire Department has arrived within five minutes! 

There are annunciator panels throughout the Evergreen campus. These panels will indicate to staff and the 

Fire Department where the fire is located. The main building is staffed 24/7. A Charge Nurse will report to the 

location of the fire, meet the Fire Department, and assign a staff person to contact all on-call personnel. 

The main building is sprinkler protected, from the Courtyard apartments to Creekview. The 

sprinklers are heat responsive and will activate in the event of a fire. 

In the RARE event YOU ARE DIRECTED TO EVACUATE and are in a house, condo, or apartment on the 

first floor, exit through your door or patio door. Courtyard residents may also evacuate the building into the 

Manor Building beyond the fire doors, provided that area is not also in danger. 

The elevators will not be operating. If you can safely navigate stairs, evacuate the building using nearest  

stairwell to exit away from danger. If you cannot safely navigate stairs, wait in the stairwell landing for help to 

arrive. If you are not ambulatory, stay put in your unit and wait for emergency personnel or staff to help you. 

Firefighters will search every room in the event of a fire, whether your door is locked or unlocked. 

If you are in Creekview North or South, Manor View, Garden Heights, Garden Place, Garden Terrace, follow 

instructions from the Unit or Charge Nurse until the Fire Department arrives. 

If there is a fire in a Village unit, the annunciator panels in the main building will “buzz” to signify the fire 

alarm at the Village building location. Staff will call 911 and report the location of the fire to the Fire  

Department. Evacuate as directed. 

If you are in the dining room or pub, and the fire is not in the main kitchen, remain in place until the all-clear 

before leaving and returning to your accommodation. 

Fire drills are held throughout the complex during the year; staff is well trained and prepared to handle the  

situation until, during and after the Fire Department arrives. 

YOU can help prevent fires by not burning candles in your accommodation. If something 

should burn on the stove or in your microwave, do NOT open your door letting smoke into the 

hallway, setting off the fire alarm. Turn on the fan or open a window. 

After living in California (earthquake country) for many years, I have brought with me the habit of leaving a 

pair of shoes near my bed. In California it was a precaution in case I needed shoes to avoid  broken glass. At 

Evergreen, I may need to put on shoes before evacuating the building. 

Remember, that noisy, irritating alarm could save your life!    - Donna L.  
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WOW!  What a Ride!! 
Time to say farewell and reflect on 18+ years!!   

Looking back on my work life here at Evergreen there are so many 

“Highlights” that fill my memories!  Indulge me and let me just “rattle” 

off a few, such as; organizing weekly “Fresh Air Music” in 

Garden Grove, my years of leading Laughter Clubs and being 

“Lollipop” the Clown,  working with Culinary Services to commemorate the 25th  

Anniversary of the sinking of the “Titanic” with a meal taken from the last meal on  

Titanic.  Creating Supper with the Chef in our new Café (which quickly outgrew the  

Café!).  Resident lead and directed Play “Murder on the Sans”, with my husband David 

composing and singing verse to  connect scenes.  

Then there was the Sacred Concert – “A Cathedral 

of Song: Hymns of Borghild Jacobson (resident 

Harvey Jacobson’s wife) what an amazing and 

memorable event that was!  Years of Resident Pot 

Lucks with my husband David leading a “sing a 

long”.  Our “More Than a Book Club” growing 

from 6 women who met in one of our homes to 33 

now meeting in Behnke.   Working with residents, 

Joan Gates and Ferne Hoeft, to create “Kaleidoscope” 

a 14 page monthly publication!  Developing our partnership with Learning in Retirement (LIR) from 3 

offerings a semester here at Evergreen to 30 +, adding Chef’s Choice 

Lunch and Speaker and LIR Supper with the Chef - giving the  

community a “taste” of Evergreen.  Then there were our Big Events such 

as the “July Big Bang” (band and fireworks), Summer picnics, Car 

Shows, Fall Festivals, Oktoberfest, Fasching Tuesday (Mardi Gras), and 

Lots of Christmas Parties!  Plus… New Year’s Eve party too!  There are 

hundreds of memories.  The best are all the time I spent with residents, 

who became friends.  All this was possible because of the amazing Team 

I was able to hire and work with.  They are exceptional, talented, caring 

and gifted individuals who come  

together beautifully, as a Team!  

Now, it is time for me to hand over 

“My Baby” to the very capable hands 

of Caitlyn Scott, the newly appointed 

Life Enrichment Manager.  My 

thoughts and prayers go with all of you!  

Blessings!   
 

Linda Greene, Former Life Enrichment 

Manager… Get Ready, The Life  

Enrichment Team has only just begun!!   

Linda’s Farewell 

 

Evergreen Book Club 
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Hope springs eternal!  Why does that phrase remind me of Bob Hope? He was 

born Leslie Townes “Bob” Hope May 29, 1903 in Eltham, London, England. 
 

         What a life he had.  In 1907 he came to Cleveland with his family, six  

brothers. In his younger years he worked as a soda jerk and shoe salesman. As 

a young boy he took dancing lessons and developed an act with his then  

girlfriend Mildred Rosequist. As a teenager he played local vaudeville theatres. The early 

30’s found him on Broadway in the musical “Roberta.” 

     In 1934 he married Dolores Reade. He went from Ziegfield Follies to the movies,  

starring in “Red, Hot and Blue” with Ethel Merman and Jimmy Durante. He signed his 

first radio show contract in 1937. He had his own show Tuesday nights until the mid-50’s.  

     I remember going to the movies to see him, Bing Crosby and Dorothy  

Lamour in the “Road” shows, the first one in 1940 was “Road to Singapore.” He 

went from the big screen to the small screen – television. He did specials for 

NBC for 40 years. The troops remember him for his USO shows performed in 

Europe and the Pacific fronts. 

     He wrote about his experiences in 1944 – “I Never Left Home”. Where else 

did he entertain? Vietnam, Lebanon and Saudi Arabia. His name appears on 

ships and planes. He received more than 50 honorary degrees; a Lifetime 

Achievement Award from the Kennedy Center in 1985; Medal of Arts from President Bill 

Clinton in 1995; and British Knighthood in 1998. He was especially surprised at the  

honorary knighthood, saying “I’m speechless. Seventy years of ad-libs and I’m speechless.” 

    As he became increasingly frail he quietly celebrated his 100th birthday in May of 2003 

at his Toluca Lake, California home; died of pneumonia on July 27, 2003. 

Where’s there’s life, there’s Hope!     - Donna L. 

SOME BOB HOPE QUOTES/QUIPS 

I learned how to dance waiting for the bathroom. 

In my family, four of us slept in the one bed. When it got cold, Mother threw on 

another brother. 

On why he chose showbiz for his career – When I was born, the doctor said to my mother 

“Congratulations. You have just given birth to an eight-pound ham.” 

On golf – Golf is my profession, show business is to pay the green fees. 

On never winning an Oscar – Welcome to the Academy Awards or, as it’s called at my 

home “Passover.” 

On turning 80 – That’s the time of your life when even your birthday suit needs pressing. 

On turning 100 – I don’t feel old. In fact I don’t feel anything until noon. Then it’s time for 

my nap. 

Did You Know? 
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Just for Laughs!! 

               

                Student Bloopers 
These student bloopers are all genuine, authentic and 

unretouched. (None of course, was written by your 

children—or any youngster in your school district.) 
 

    Delegates from the original thirteen states 

formed the Contented Congress. Thomas  

Jefferson, a Virgin, and Benjamin Franklin were 

two singers of the Declaration of Independence. 

Franklin had gone to Boston carrying all his 

clothes in his pocket and a loaf of bread under 

each arm. He invented elec- tricity by rubbing cats 

backwards and declared "a horse divided against 

itself cannot stand." Franklin died in 1790 and is 

still dead. 

     George Washington married Matha Curtis and 

in due time became the Father of Our Country. 

Then the Constitution of the United States was 

adopted to secure domestic hostility.  

Under the Constitution the people enjoyed 

the right to keep bare arms. 

 Abraham Lincoln became America's greatest 

Precedent. Lincoln's mother died in infancy, and 

he was born in a log cabin which he built with his 

own hands. When Lincoln was President, he wore 

only a tall silk hat. He said, "In onion there is 

strength." Abraham Lincoln write the Gettysburg 

address while traveling from Washington to  

Gettysburg on the back of an envelope. He also 

signed the Emasculation Proclamation. On 

the night of April 14, 1865, Lincoln went to 

the theater and got shot in his seat by one of 

the actors in a moving picture show. The believed 

assinator was John Wilkes Booth, a sup- posedl 

insane actor. This ruined Booth's career. 

Just for Fun: Can you find the “Eye” on  Evergreen?  

In each issue of  “Eye On Evergreen,” an eye is hidden 

somewhere.  Can you find it?               Happy Hunting! 

Welcome to Manor Mart! 

     Manor Mart, under the guidance of Ellen  

Peters (staff liaison), is Evergreen’s resale shop of 

donated items.  Each Wednesday, residents and staff 

are welcome to come look, shop and gather.  

     At this time, because of the COVID virus, the  

temporary hours for Manor Mart are Wednesdays 

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Once Manor Mart is open to 

the community the hours will revert back to 9:00 AM 

to 3:00 PM.  

     Many resident and non-resident volunteers work 

several hours each week to sort and price donated  

clothing, household items, furniture and  

miscellaneous items to ready them for display & sale.  

     The Evergreen Residents’ Council treasury  

receives the money that is to be used for special  

projects on the ERC campus. For example, Manor 

Mart funds partially paid for the water feature near 

the main entrance, are used to send two residents to 

the Leading Age conference each year, and is the 

source for all budgets granted to Resident Council 

committees.  There have been many other  

contributions and many things enjoyed by Evergreen 

residents, staff and guests.  

     Some items, especially furniture, may be placed 

as a “bid” item. This allows anyone to bid, and  

hopefully make the highest “bid”.  

     We ask that all donations are clean, in good and 

working condition. New items are placed for sale 

each week.  

     Come on down! Manor Mart is located in the  

lower level of Evergreen, in the south end corridor.  

     If you are interested in volunteering to assist in  

placing items ready for sale – contact Karina 

Skoglind, Volunteer Coordinator at 237-2126.  

 

 

    - Luella R. & Ellen P.  

 

Thought for the Day 

 

As long as there are memories, yesterday remains. As 
long as there is hope, tomorrow awaits. As long as there 

is friendship, today is beautiful.     
- Billy Joel 
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A New Year has begun and many of us are hoping 2021 will be better than 2020. Looking  

ahead at a new calendar, some crazy and some not-so-crazy days are noted. 

There are the usual: New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on January 18
th
, Super Bowl Sunday 

February 7
th
, Lincoln’s Birthday and Chinese New Year on February 12

th
, Valentine’s Day on the 14th, 

Ash Wednesday the 17
th
, and Washington’s Birthday on the 22

nd
. 

But, how many of us celebrated Houseplant Appreciation Day on January 10
th
? This day was established 

by the Gardener’s Network as an official opportunity to remind people of the benefits of houseplants, 

especially after the Holidays. 

How about Fruitcake Toss Day on January 3
rd
, Static Electricity Day January 9

th
, Organize Your Home 

Day January 14
th
, or Squirrel Appreciation Day January 21

st
? February also has some special days: you 

can Play Your Ukulele on its national day February 2
nd
, or celebrate World Sword Swallowers Day on 

the 27
th
. 

But, seriously folks, many of us look forward to Groundhog Day, wondering if we will face another six 

weeks of winter. How many know February 2
nd
 is also Hedgehog Day? This day tends to live in the  

shadow of Groundhog Day. According to a Google search, the first Hedgehog Day was celebrated  

February 2, 1887. In 1994 a video game was introduced, Sonic the Hedgehog. 

Did you know it’s illegal to own a hedgehog in many states? If you should decide to legally acquire a 

hedgehog as a “pocket pet” some things to know and remember: they are nocturnal, are about five to 

eight inches long, with a five year average lifespan. They are covered with tiny spikes and roll into a ball 

when scared. Special food can be purchased but kibble cat food is also suitable. 

The Chinese New Year begins February 12
th
, this year being the Year of the Ox, the 

Metal Ox. According to the Chinese Calendar, Metal Ox people are hardworking,  

active, always busy, and popular among friends. Anyone born in 1925, 1937, 1949, 

1961,1973, 1985, 1997, 2009 or 2021 is a Metal Ox. 

As an elementary school kid, Lincoln’s Birthday was celebrated February 12
th
, with stories about him 

being born in a log cabin, splitting rails, and reading by candlelight. We also celebrated Washington’s 

Birthday, February 22
nd
, with the “I cannot tell a lie” story about chopping down a cherry tree. 

Presidents’ Day came about when, in 1971, the Uniform Monday Holiday Act was enacted, as an  

attempt to create more three-day weekends for the nation’s workers. Presidents’ Day is now popularly 

viewed as a day to celebrate all U.S. presidents, past and present. 

Months also have special designations, such as: January is National Hobby Month, also Hot Tea Month. 

February celebrates National Heart Month, National Library Lover’s Month and Black History Month! 

So, never fear – if you are feeling down, there is always something to look forward to – just check your 

calendar and CELEBRATE! 

            - Donna L.  

Looking Ahead To The 2021 Calendar 
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A Time For In(ter)vention? 

Ancient calendars had only 10 months to the year. For some unknown reason, King Pampillious (@700 

BC) was moved by the gods of Rome to add two months to the list by the addition of January---after  

Janus, god of doors and gates, and February---after Februum ,or a time for purification. 

Those months are aptly named. 

January’s numbing wind closes the door on autumn’s lovely weather, as it lowers the gate to our memory 

of why we choose life in this latitude. 

And, February’s snow presents a time to purify ourselves of all the bad thoughts we had about January! 

February is like a cup of winter tea. We steep in it in hope that summer will come early. It is the black 

and white interlude between the colors of fall, and the colors of spring. 

But, February is a time for invention. For example, it was the month in which: 

The first paper money was used in the Massachusetts Colony; 

J.W. Goodrich produced the first rubber Galoshes; 

Teflon slid out of the lab; 

John Deere patented plows; 

Horace Smith and Daniel Wesson patented a firearm; 

“As Time Goes By” from Casablanca, and Frank Capra’s “It’s a Wonderful Life,” were copyrighted; 

Yes, the addition of January and February to the calendar resulted in many good things. But, on a  

relevant, though less sentimental note, given the realities of snow and ice, Donald Mauldin patented his 

knee brace in February! 
 

Remember to spring your clocks ahead on Sunday, March 14th!     - Don D. 

Thanks to the generosity of residents and staff, Evergreen joyfully gifted three 
local charities, Christine Ann Domestic Abuse Services; The Oshkosh Area Community 
Pantry; and The Salvation Army of Oshkosh, each with a wonderful donation this holiday 
season.  These three essential non-profits received over $500 each to help with their 

greatest needs here in the Oshkosh area; several donated non-perishable items went directly to the 
Oshkosh Area Community Pantry, as well.  They are among many service organizations whose 
doors have remained open throughout the pandemic, providing life-changing programs and  
services to our community during these uncertain times.  We are grateful for that and so thankful 
for the amazing work they do year-round to support Oshkosh and the surrounding area.   

Evergreen’s 2020 Holiday Project Impact 
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  IT’S SNOWTIME AGAIN! 
 

BRR!, so cold—it’s snowing and icicles are hanging from the eaves. 

Hooray!  Rev up the snowmobiles—get out the sleds, snowboards and skis! 

 

Good idea to fill up the bird feeders for all those hungry beaks. 

Oh, oh, I’ll need new boots, cuz both of mine have leaks! 

 

The driveway needs clearing, and the sidewalks do too. 

Hope the snow blower starts, or what will we do? 

 

Because shoveling is a back breaker, pretty hard to take. 

We really get to hate the sight of each and every flake! 

 

WHEW! Everything is finally cleared away, right out to the street.  

NO, NO, NO!! The city plow just went by, leaving more piles of at least two feet! 

 

C’mon, build a snowman, and make him real tall. 

Let’s see how big we can roll each ball! 

 

Here’s a black hat, and eyes made from coal. 

A carrot for a nose and a bright scarf that’s wool. 

 

Hope the ice will form out there on the lake, Or maybe create a rink, so people can skate. 

 

But then there are the streets and roadways, all ice and slush. 

Everyone should be careful, slow down and not be in a rush! 

 

So snuggle up with a good book while the storms rage out there. 

Some hot cocoa, a cozy fire—we really don’t care! 

 

   Yes, winter is here, with lots of activities at hand. 

Or just enjoy the beauty of a lovely Wisconsin white wonderland! 
     

    - Maurene C. 

 SONGS OF HOPE:  CORRECT ANSWERS & ARTISTS FROM PAGE 4   

      

            What a Wonderful World    C. Louie Armstrong  

     A Pocket Full of Sunshine    A. Natasha Bedingfield     

     You are Loved     E. Josh Groban   

     Three Little Birds     F. Bob Marley    

     Catch a Falling Star     H. Perry Como      

     I’ll Take You There     I. Staple Singers     

     High Hopes         B. Frank Sinatra        

     Pennies from Heaven    J. Bing Crosby  

     You’ll Never Walk Alone   G. Doris Day (Others) 

    Reach Out I’ll Be There   D. Four Tops 
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