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Eye on Evergreen 

     Conversations with your friends and neighbors  



History Snips - The Christmas Tree 

      In ancient times in the Northern Hemisphere people believed that evergreens 

must have magical powers to survive, even thrive, through bitter winter.   

Coinciding with their celebration of the winter solstice December 21-22 they  

gathered evergreen boughs to place above the doors and windows of their homes 

and even inside where the fresh scent of pine was so welcome.  

      The tradition of bringing a whole evergreen tree inside is believed to have 

begun in Germany and the first to add lights is credited to Martin Luther in the 

16th century.  One night, observing the twinkling stars as a spectacular  

background for the tall evergreen trees, he was determined to create that scene 

indoors for his family.  He wired small candles to the tips of the boughs and 

when carefully lit, brought the outdoor scene indoors. That beautiful tradition 

continues in some German homes even today. 

      By the end of the 16th century something else was added to the Christmas tree.  In  

the small  town of Lauscha in Eastern Germany¸ a glass making cottage industry had 

developed to produce fanciful glass ornaments in the shapes of nuts, fruits and other 

forms, made by blowing hot glass into a clay mold giving a mirrored coat of lead and 

tin to the shape. 

      Most 19th century Americans considered the Christmas tree an oddity, but German settlers 

in Pennsylvania continued their tradition of the decorated and lit trees in the homes and  

community spaces as early as 1747.  As late as the 1840’s most Americans shunned this  

practice probably due to the Puritan belief that observing the birth of Christ was sacred.   

Oliver Cromwell in Britain and William Bradford in the colonies tried to “stamp out the  

heathen practice of Christmas carols, decorated trees” and any joyful  

expression that desecrated that special event. That stern solemnity continued 

until the 19th century when the influx of German and Irish immigrants  

overwhelmed the Puritan legacy. 

      Then in 1846, Queen Victoria, her German Prince 

Albert and their children were depicted gathered 

around their lavishly decorated and lit Christmas tree 

in an issue of the London Times.  Victoria was so  

popular with her subjects that what was  done at 

Court became instantly fashionable around American society as well.  

The Christmas tree had arrived! 

 Since that time, tree decorations have expanded to reflect current 

events, ethnicity, even toys and travel memorabilia. 

 O Tannenbaum, O Tannenbaum!       

                      

        ~ Bev W. 

Do NOT do this! 



 

Maurene Christenen, Courtyard Resident               Don Derozier, Courtyard Resident 

Donna Lord, Courtyard Resident                Bev Wintheiser, Courtyard Resident              

Caitlyn Scott, Edie Norenberg & Linda Greene, Staff Liaisons 

The antiphons of Advent (ad-ventire = to come) have been sung by the Roman Church since at least 

the eighth century. They were included in Evening Prayer, to reflect biblical images connected to the 

messianic hope of the Old Testament, and its fulfillment in the New Testament. Many  

denominations now include them in their pre-Christmas worship services. 

Antiphons are short melodies originally sung with two opposing choirs (anti-phonal) prior to, and following, a 

reading of the Psalms.  Their theology encompasses the statement by S. Augustine that, “The New (Testament) is 

concealed in the Old (Testament), and the Old is revealed in the New.” 

A longing for the Divine Messiah is expressed in the word: ‘Come’ as in “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” Each 

verse of this Advent song contains one of these antiphons: 

*** 

December 17: O Sapientia - O come O Wisdom of the Most High God, who guides creation with power and love 

— teach us the path of knowledge 

December 18: O Adonai - O Come O Lord God of Israel, giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai — rescue us with 

your power 

December 19: O Radix Jesse - O Come O Root of Jesse’s stem, a sign of your love for all people — save us  

without delay 

December 20: O Clavis David - O Come O key of David, who opens the gates to God’s kingdom — free us  

prisoners of darkness 

December 21: O Oriens - O Rising Sun, eternal sun of justice — shine on those who dwell in the  

shadow of death 

December 22: O Rex Gentium - O king of all nations, keystone of the Church — save mankind whom 

you formed from the dust 

December 23: O Emmanuel - O Emmanuel – King and giver of the Law — save us, Lord our God. 

 

The next time we sing O Come, O Come Emmanuel, reflect on all the O-Antiphons. 

             ~ Don D. 

ADVENT’S ANTIPHONS 

Just for Fun: Can you find the “Eye” on  Evergreen?  
In each issue of  “Eye On Evergreen,” an eye is  

hidden somewhere.  Can you find it?                 

Happy Hunting! 



 WHERE DID THEY BEGIN? Nutcracker Dolls originated in Germany in the 

late 17th century. They were welcome gifts, and in time became associated with the 

other European countries.  They were so much in demand that production of  

nutcracker dolls began on a mass scale in factories.  After WWII, they became  

popular in America, when many GIs stationed in Germany brought them home as 

souvenirs.  The Nutcracker Ballet, introduced to America during the mid-20th  

century, also helped make nutcracker dolls a favorite Christmas decoration and tradition. An 

average HANDCRAFTED doll consists of 60 separate pieces.  They usually resemble toy  

soldiers painted in vivid colors. There are, of course, now countless designs, such as TV and 

movie stars, characters from children's books, TV and movies, animals, historical figures,  

entertainers and yes, even politicians. The list goes on and on, and they come in many different sizes.  

There is an International Nutcracker Collectors Club, and, of course, many other collectors’ clubs 

around the world.  It has truly become an icon of the season! 

 NUTCRACKER MUSEUM A remarkable Nutcracker 

Museum is located in Leavenworth, Washington. Located about 

135 miles east of Seattle, it is a charming Bavarian style town  

nestled in the Cascade Mountains.  There is the distinctive half-

timbered architecture, and window boxes overflowing with  

colorful flowers.  It is a premier tourist destination, and one of the 

very popular attractions is the Nutcracker Museum.  It was  

founded in 1995 by a couple who donated 

their enormous nutcracker collection and the building in which it is located, 

and others have donated nutcrackers as well. It contains more than SEVEN 

THOUSAND nutcrackers and devices, from over FIFTY countries, with 

some dating back to Roman times.  They are made from all types of woods, 

metals, ivory, porcelain and other materials.  

 It is said to be the world's largest collection! The museum has been  

featured on TV, and they send displays to various cities in the U.S. and even to 

Hong Kong and Shanghai.  The icon of the museum is a six-foot beer drinking 

Bavarian! The nutcrackers range from very tiny to the six-foot size, and there are 

numerous types of devices other than the traditional nutcracker.  Many different 

ways to crack open that nut! My husband Earl and I have stayed in Leavenworth 

twice, and absolutely loved it! We toured the museum, and found you could  

definitely spend hours there.  It is an outstanding museum, and a favorite 

memory for both of us.  

  

 

NUTCRACKERS, NUTCRACKERS! 
 



NUTCRACKERS ON THE TOWN This was the name of an art project 

many of you may remember from back in 2011.  There were FIFTY six-foot 

Nutcracker Toy Soldier figures paired with sponsors and artists.  The artists 

created these fantastic works of art that were on display for the 2011 holiday 

season.  Each Nutcracker cost $1,750.00 to sponsor. Sponsors were various 

businesses and organizations. Artists had freedom of expression in their creations, so long as they not ruin 

the integrity of the fiberglass structure.  There were many variations of the paint colors, the hat, placement 

of the arms, affixing decorations of all kinds, such as fur, rhinestones, stained glass, buttons, tiles, foliage, 

bark, jewelry, mirror pieces, and on and on.  Some were holding props to carry out the theme of the figure.  

There was a gala event at the Convention Center where 10 of the 50 Nutcrackers were 

displayed for a sneak preview.  Next they appeared on floats for the Oshkosh Holiday 

Parade November 10, 2011.  After that they went to the various sponsor sites around the 

city.  All 50 unique creations were on display from November 10, 2011 through January 

8, 2012.  Thousands of maps were printed, showing the title of the figure, information on 

and location of each Nutcracker.  Earl and I had one of the maps, and had great fun  

driving all over the city locating Nutcrackers and taking pictures. Following January 8, they were stored 

until September 7, 2012, when they were again on display at Opera House Square, and September 8 they 

were auctioned off at the Grand Opera House.  Proceeds of the auction totaled $75,000.00,  a most  

welcome contribution to the Oshkosh art community.  This was 

an outstanding event that brought pleasure to so many! 

Evergreen sponsored one of the Nutcracker figures! It was  

entitled “LEARN-KNOW-CHANGE-GROW”, and was created 

by the “The Artists of Evergreen”. This Nutcracker was  

purchased by Kim Metz and her husband Bruce.  Kim is the 

daughter of Rose Metz, an Evergreen Village Resident.  It was 

evidently an interesting 320-mile trip back to their home in 

Minnesota! They had to remove the wooden words “LEARN” 

and “KNOW” from the arms, and detach the figure from its 

very heavy base. Fitting a six-foot Nutcracker into a vehicle, 

together with padding and blankets, wasn't very easy, but he 

made the journey safely, and still happily enjoys his loving 

home in Rush City, Minnesota!  

 

NUTCRACKERS cont.  

  



MORE ABOUT THE EVERGREEN NUTCRACKER! 

Kendra Hintzman, then Art Coordinator (she is no longer 

at Evergreen) and Ellen Peters, one of our very talented 

Life Enrichment Specialists, headed the group of staff and 

residents who designed and created the figure entitled 

LEARN-KNOW-CHANGE-GROW NUTCRACKER 

TREE.  Carol Staszkiewicz (our recently retired Vice  

President of Foundation Advancement) said this about the 

choice of titles: “Our Nutcracker depicts the Evergreen mission rooted in our Christian foundation, 

and portrays the four-season life-cycle, the physical ever-changing, the intellectual and experiential 

ever-evolving and growing.” 

The Nutcracker was transformed into a tree with artificial leaves, 

pieces of bark, acorns, vines, and small branches, and was paint-

ed in shades of brown.  It took approximately a month to  

complete, and was certainly a remarkable piece! WE DO have 

such amazing people here at Evergreen! 

 NUTCRACKER IN THE CASTLE This is an eagerly 

awaited event each holiday season in Oshkosh at the Paine Art 

Center and Gardens. The current dates are November 20, 2020 to January 11, 2021.  For the 14th year, 

the rooms of the Paine mansion are transformed into a veritable fairyland to represent scenes from the 

“Nutcracker” ballet.  The traditional six-foot tall Toy Soldier Nutcracker figures greet the visitor in 

the entryway, and several more are located throughout the mansion. There are more than 50 lavishly 

decorated Christmas trees, and numerous decorated settings. The “Land of Sweets” in the dining room 

is always a feast for the eyes, with luscious looking cakes and other treats filling the long dining table.  

The gallery area on the second floor features a display of Nutcrackers of all types and sizes.  

 Due to COVID-19, only self-guided tours are offered this year, and reservations are required. 

In past years, visitors also enjoyed the popular hot cocoa and gourmet cupcake event in the  

Conservatory, but alas, it won’t take place this holiday season. We are so fortunate to have this  

beautiful mansion and grounds here in 

Oshkosh, offering presentations and  

exhibits of the highest caliber  

throughout the year! For more  

information and reservation assistance, 

their phone is 235-6903.  An Evergreen 

resident perk is that there are two free 

passes available per resident, available 

at Resident & Guest Services.  

     

   ~ Maurene C.  

NUTCRACKERS cont.  



 At this time of year beautifully crafted nutcrackers abound. But, beware using them to actually crack 

nuts as the fragile nutcracker could break or paint damaged. 

Searching the internet produced some interesting tidbits about Christmas and nuts. 

When pagan holidays were folded into Christmas it was said the three parts of the nut 

– shell, skin, kernel – represented the holy trinity, and apparently considered a sign of 

good luck. Whether it’s pagan or Christian, the idea of nuts bringing good luck at 

Christmas appears to have stuck. 

Going back to Elizabethan England, scrambling for nuts on the ground was a tradition. Boys would  

jostle each other to pick up nuts thrown on the ground. In Victorian days trees were decorated with  

gilded walnuts often tied with narrow red ribbon and hung on the upper boughs of the tree, at times a 

fortune or small trinket concealed within the nut. Tradition has it this type of ornamental gift must hang 

on the tree until New Year’s Day. This custom was also followed in European countries, such as  

Germany. If you are interested in creating a gilded fortune-telling small-gift-bearing walnut, directions 

can be found on Google. 

Then we have Saint Nicholas who brings nuts, oranges or small trinkets to good little 

boys and girls on December 6th, in a stocking or perhaps a wooden shoe. 

That brings up the question, what nuts are popular this time of year? Let’s see: there 

are pecans, cashews, walnuts, hazelnuts/filberts, chestnuts, Brazil nuts, almonds,  

macadamia, pistachios, hickory nuts. Did I forget peanuts? Actually, they are legumes as they are grown 

under ground. True nuts grow on trees.  

According to word search, a hard nut to crack could be an individual who is difficult to deal with. This 

metaphoric expression also alludes to hard-shelled nuts, like walnuts and hickory nuts. As a kid we had a 

wooden bowl outfitted with a nut cracker and six picks. Most of the time that worked for us. Other  

options would be a pliers, a vise, or just hit the nut on a rock or other hard surface with a hammer (watch 

out for fingers). 

After a nut is cracked., then what? Well, it can be used in cookies, pies, cakes, salads, trail mix, snacking, 

nut butter, fudge, brownies, nuts and bolts and ice cream; can be chocolate covered, roasted, dry roasted, 

candied, salted, spiced. 

During the Holidays we seem to focus on candies and cookies. But, a bowl of mixed nuts also plays a 

large part of our Holiday experience.  Research shows five benefits of eating mixed nuts: nutrients, rich 

in antioxidants, can promote weight loss, controls blood sugar and are heart healthy. So, you can be a 

health nut. But, be aware some folks can be allergic to nuts. 

We are fortunate here at Evergreen to have hickory nut trees in our back woods, 

and walnut trees throughout the campus. If you have picked up any of these nuts, 

enjoy them during this Christmas season. 

Oops, someone is at my door: Knock, knock. Who’s there? Cash. Cash who? No thanks, but I’ll have a 

peanut if you have one. 

            ~ Donna L. 

NUTS ABOUT CHRISTMAS 



Just for Laughs!! 

               

                English Bloopers 
These student bloopers are all genuine, authentic and 

unretouched. (None of course, was written by your 

children—or any youngster in your school district.) 
 

    In the first book of the Bible, Guinessis, God got  

tired of creating the world, so he took the Sabbath 

off. Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree.  

Noah’s wife was called Joan of Ark. Noah built an 

ark, which the animals came on to in pears. Lot’s 

wife was a pillar of salt by day, but a ball of fire by 

night.  

     The Jews were a proud people and throughout 

history they had trouble with the unsympathetic 

Genitals. Sampson was a strongman who let  

himself be led astray by a Jezebel like Delilah.   

Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of 

the apostles.   

     Moses led the Hebrews to the Red Sea, 

where they made unleavened bread, which is bread 

made without any ingredients.  The Egyptians were 

all drowned in the dessert. Afterward, Moses went 

up on Mount Cyanide to get the Ten Amendments. 

The First Commandment was when Eve told Adam 

to eat the apple.  The Fifth Commandment is humor 

thy father and mother.  The Seventh Commandment 

is thou shalt not admit adultery.  

     Moses died before he ever reached Canada.  

Then, Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of  

Geritol.  The greatest miracle in the Bible is when 

Joshua told his son to stand and he obeyed him.  

      David was a Hebrew king skilled at playing the 

liar. He fought with the Finkelsteins, a 

race of people who lived in Biblical 

times.  Soloman, one of David’s sons 

had 300 wives and 700 porcupines.  

     When Mary heard that she was the Mother of  

Jesus, she sang the Magna Carta.  When the three 

wise guys from the East Side arrived, they found  

Jesus in the manger. Jesus was born because Mary 

had an immaculate contraption. St. John, the  

Blacksmith, dumped water on his head.  

Nuts endure. 

They are noted in several biblical  

passages, sometimes in combination 

with oil and spices. For example, 

---Jacob had Hazelnut and Chestnut 

trees, some rods of which he used to 

sustain his flock; 

---Israel instructed the brothers of Joseph 

to give him a balm of “…pistachio nuts 

and almonds;” 

---the sap of the Jericho Balsam needed 

ground nuts to improve its scent before 

it became ‘the Balm of Gilead.’ 

 ---Lazarus and Jesus were buried with  

ointment containing almonds; 

Nuts endure in archaeological digs, and 

in our yards, where those Horse Chest-

nut seeds of Fall, carried in overtaxed 

squirrel jaws, are deposited as green 

land-mines waiting to sabotage our  

mower blades in Spring! 

So, nuts remind us to endure in faith 

through all seasons, even up to death. 

Then, hopefully, we will be found as nuts 

to the Lord.                     ~ Don D. 

NUTS TO THE LORD! 



                    Resident Pianist 

If you have attended Sunday afternoon Vespers in the W&PAC, you likely have 

heard lovely piano music being played by resident Joyce Wilson before and after the 

service, as well as accompanying hymn singing. 

Joyce moved to Evergreen about two years ago from Huntington Beach, California. 

She brings with her an interesting life story. 

Many years ago, Joyce and her husband joined Wycliffe Bible Translators, which 

first took them, for four years, to a tribe in a mountainous area of Mexico. That is a story in itself. Joyce 

notes that the Indian language had never been written down. 

From there the family (now with three sons) moved to continue their work in Brazil, where their 

daughter Susan was born. That assignment lasted 35 years. One more assignment took them to  

Portugal for four years. 

Joyce tells of taking piano lessons with her older brother, thanks to her mother’s belief that children 

should be taught music. As money was scarce in those days, her mother did laundry for a piano  

teacher in exchange for lessons for her children. 

Thank you, Joyce, for blessing us with your music at Vespers and other special services.  
            - Donna L 

Resident Gifts 

                  Ken’s Canes 

 At Christmas time we think of candy canes, but this is about a cane of a  
different kind called a walking stick and a couple here at Evergreen that have  
taken the wood of the native Wisconsin Balsam Fir tree  to make sturdy walking  

sticks, each about 4 to 5 feet long, and elevated it to an art form. 

 Balsam Fir trees grow in abundance on Ken and Luella Biendarra’s   
property at Three Lakes, WI.  The wood is extremely fine grained giving it almost  
iron-like strength, perfect for use as a cane. It takes two years to dry after being cut  
before it can be peeled of its bark with a draw shave tool, then sanded and decorated with 
Luella’s creative designs. Ken’s friend Fred Timm has taken it one step further by carving 
the heads of some with animal and human faces. 

 In 1995 Ken and Luella joined a local group of 17 in their  
caravans on a  road trip to Alaska for a 16 week journey.  Marion Noffke 
and Marlene Fischer, here at Evergreen, were part of the group that  

arrived at Lake Louise in Banff National park.  It was there, with all the walking and 
sight-seeing before them that Ken and Louella brought out their walking sticks.  

 “Oh, how I wish I had one” and “It’s just what I need” echoed through the 
group.  Ken’s canes were envied for their practicality and beauty, orders were 
 taken  that Ken fulfilled  when they returned home.   For many the canes became 
the best souvenir of a memorable trip.           
 - Bev W. 



As a little kid growing up in Oshkosh, a Saturday ritual was to walk down to 
the Southside Library (on Oregon Street between 9th and 10th Streets) for Story 
Hour. The librarian would read a story or stories while we kids sat on the floor 
in a circle. 

We are fortunate at Evergreen to have our own story time, courtesy of Bill  
Urbrock. Do you know Bill? 

Before moving to Evergreen in 2007, Bill was employed for 32 years at UW Oshkosh, where he 
taught Old Testament and Ancient Near Eastern Religions in the Religious Studies Department; and 
served nine years as Associate Dean of Humanities in the College of Letters and Science. 

His public readings at Evergreen have featured selections from Yorkshire veterinarian 
James Herriot's Dog Stories, including everyone's favorite Pekingese Tricki Woo and the 
fleet-footed sheepdog Jock; and from radio personality Garrison Keillor's Leaving Home: 
A Collection of Lake Wobegon Stories. 

Recently, he has read selections from Keillor's Life Among the Lutherans, including the 
celebrated account of the 24 ministers slowly sinking on a 26 foot pontoon boat. 

Future readings are planned from veterinarian Louis J. Camuti's All My Patients are  
Under the Bed: Memoirs of a Cat Doctor; and from Bill Bryson's laugh-out-loud The Life 
and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid, A Memoir. 

Bill reads with great expression and enthusiasm. So, for a fun story time in the comfort of your own 
accommodation, tune in at 7:00 pm to see and hear a new reading on Wednesday, with repeats on 
Friday and Sunday, EVTV Channel 955. No one will know if you are sitting on the floor or not! 
          ~ Donna L.  

     Back in October, a resident approached Life Enrichment about new shirts for the Wii Bowling  

program.  A few years back 4-Imprint had donated some shirts they had as misprints from prior jobs.  We 

were grateful to receive them.  It turns out, many of the shirts didn’t fit the residents as they were the wrong 

size. Some residents wore them, some did not.  We all know you have to be comfortable to bowl a good 

game!  

      Edie Norenberg, Life Enrichment Specialist at Evergreen, reached out once again to  

4-Imprint and they agreed to donate shirts.  Edie let them know that in the midst of Covid-19, we 

at Evergreen have been “Bowling Fanatics”!  The gal in charge of donations at 4-Imprint was so 

impressed with our residents commitment to wellness through bowling, that she agreed to not 

only donate shirts but, ones that fit and carried our logo as well. Each team was allowed to select 

a color for their team and choose a size that worked for them individually.  This was a huge blessing!  The 

shirts arrived on December 5
th
 and are worn with pride.  We hope everyone’s scores improve due to the 

stylish attire generously donated by the 4-Imprint Company!  It was just a lucky strike!! 

             - Edie N.  

A Gift to Wii Bowlers 



 

Thought for the Day 

 

“It's not how much we give but how much love we put into giving.”  
 
 

~ Mother Theresa 

 

     Evergreen Trivia  #11 
Questions:        
      1.  In what country did Nutcracker Dolls originate? 
      2.  Where are there more than 7,000 Nutcrackers in a museum? 
      3.  Where is the Evergreen Nutcracker residing? 
      4.  How long did it take to create the Evergreen Nutcracker? 
      5.  How many years has the Nutcracker in the Castle event been taking place? 
 
Answers: Refer back to the article on Nutcrackers! 

Care Point at Evergreen 

Questions have been asked about proper use of our Care Point bracelets and pendants.  

Thanks to a discussion with one of our charge nurses, following are some answers and hints. 

Use of the Care Point is strictly for EMERGENCY HEALTH ISSUES.  

When a resident pushes the center of the Care Point button – ONLY ONCE – there will  

be no voice response, but a red light will appear around the frame of the button. Our campus  

health nurses each carry a pager. The resident’s name, address and zone line will appear on the pager. 

Residents are assigned a “home” zone and a “from” zone. 

If the “home” zone and “from” zone are the same, a campus nurse will respond to the “home” zone. If 

the zones are different, she will first check the “from” zone appearing on her pager. 

It happens, an accidental push of the button and a nurse responds. There is no charge in 

case of an accidental call. 

If you need or would like to exchange a pendant for a bracelet, or vice versa, or just want a new cord or 

wrist band, you can request this at the Resident and Guest Services Desk, for no charge. However, if 

you lose your Care Point device, there will be a charge of $125.00 to replace it. Again, at the Resident 

and Guest Services Desk. 

So, please remember to always wear your Care Point device (especially in bed and in the shower); and 

only push the button ONCE in case of a medical emergency. The responding nurse will not have a  

toilet plunger in the emergency bag she brings with her when answering a call. 

Our Health Center nurses thank you.    ~ Donna L.  



Let’s not forget 

our veterans.. 

 

Thank You Veterans 


