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Caitlyn Scott spends her 
days planning fun things—
what a job! A life enrichment 
specialist at Evergreen, it 
is Scott’s job to program 
for some of the new spaces 
around the campus.

The Worship and Performing Arts Center will 
feature such artists as Oshkosh’s jazz musician 
Janet Planet, “Elvis,” the Fox Cities Swing Band 
and more.

“We want to bring in what our residents want and 
will enjoy to Evergreen,” Scott said. 

Since the space and concept at Evergreen is entirely 
new, Scott said there is a lot of learning as they go. 
She said the goal is to focus on residents and their 
families first when thinking through programming 
options and then in the future consider if the doors 
to the facility can be open more widely to invite the 
broader community. 

A future goal for the Worship and Performing Arts 
Center is to connect generations through featuring 
young performers in the UW Oshkosh theatre 
program and from youth theater groups like 
Jubricosa.

“A big goal of the center is to be involved with UWO 
and the high schools,” Scott said. “We’re hopeful 
to get groups like that in monthly to diversify our 
programing—theater, drama, musicals.”

The worship space is also important to residents at 
Evergreen, Scott said. In the future, mass, memorial 
services and other events will be welcomed to the 
space. 
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New Spaces Bring Excitement



Thomas E. Neta Library
Named the Thomas E. Neta Library, the new library 
space will offer thousands of books. 

The Neta family alone donated more than 1,000 
first-edition, signed or leather bound books to 
Evergreen’s collection for the new space. While 
these books will be kept on display behind glass, 
there are many other books for readers to pick up. 

Scott said a partnership with the Oshkosh Public 
Library allows for books to also be rotated in and 
out of Evergreen’s library, which offers readers 
consistently changing options. Evergreen also owns 
many of its own books, which will remain as part of 
the new library’s collection. 

“We want the library to be a space for people 
to come and take a book or just sit and read a 
magazine or newspaper,” Scott said.

Recreation Room
Darts, skee-ball, shuffle board, video games and 
Wii bowling will all be activities residents and their 
families and guests will be able to participate in 
within the new recreational space. 

“We’re hoping to set up tournaments and leagues,” 
Scott said. “We’ll also just offer open hours where 
people can come on by and hang out and enjoy 
themselves.”

The Recreation Room is located on the first floor 
near the old Evergreen entrance.

Pub 67
By name, Pub 67 is connected to Evergreen’s 
historical roots. In 1967, Evergreen was founded 
and now an on-site pub 
will offer residents and 
their guests and families 
an experience like no 
other—a casual space 
to hang out for a happy 
hour or a night cap!

In the future, Scott 
said she hopes to 
organize events that 
cross between the 
Rec Room, Pub 67 
and the Worship and 
Performing Arts Center. 

New spaces 
bring 
excitement 
The new and 
updated spaces, 
Scott said, 
are causing 
excitement around 
the Evergreen 
campus.

“It’s cool to see it all 
happen,” Scott said, 
adding that it brings her 
pride to overhear the residents 
talking about how much they love living at 
Evergreen.

“They take pride in all of this—and that makes it 
really easy for us to take pride in what we’re doing. 
It’s really fun for us to do this for them.”
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“We want to bring in what our residents want and will enjoy…”
                                                     ~Caitlyn Scott, life enrichment specialist

“We want the library to be a 
space for people to come and 
take a book or just sit and 
read…”
~Caitlyn Scott
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Some items in the time capsule 
include:

•  A letter from Elmer Harvey
•  Evergreen Brochure
•  Seed packets
•  A Welcome to Oshkosh 

Brochure
•  A Oshkosh Daily Northwestern
•  Oshkosh Map from 1967
•  Evergreen Founding Documents 
•  Evergreen Board Materials 



Originally placed with intention 
to be opened at a later date 
was a time capsule. The copper box 
was sealed and placed within the brick of the wall 
outside the front entrance of Evergreen.

Now, 50 years later its contents have been 
discovered inside the copper box, which had to be 
cracked using a chisel and a hammer. When the box 
was cracked open last July, it was discovered that 
the capsule included things like an old newspaper 

from 1967, a note from Evergreen’s first CEO, old 
board meeting minutes, documentation, even a 
package of seeds.

“This is very significant to our organizations 
history,” said Theresa Brockman, marketing 
and business development manager. “Not all 
organizations have a rich history like ours. 
We have so much to be proud of.”

Evergreen was founded in 1965 by Howard and 
Ruth Rowland as a health and welfare ministry of 
the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. In 1967—the year the time capsule dates 
back to—Evergreen Manor was dedicated. At 
that time, Evergreen was opened up to people 
of any faith and included 92 apartments plus 
nursing home accommodations for 50 people. 
Now, the campus is much larger and has grown 
significantly—especially through the master site 
plan, which was initiated in 2010.

Brockman said since it had “only been” 50 years 
since the time capsule was placed, a lot of residents 
were able to recall the time period.

1967 FUN FACT:
The Green Bay Packers claimed 
their third consecutive NFL 
title, with a 21-17 victory over 
the Dallas Cowboys in the 
“Ice Bowl.” The temperature 
at game time registered a 
frigid 13 degrees below zero.

Marking Time
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“It’s an honor to be a part of Evergreen 
as it celebrates the milestone of service 
to the community for the last 50 years.”.
~Ken Arneson, president and CEO of Evergreen

As Evergreen moves forward in a new chapter—
one that includes many updates to the campus 
and the next 50 years—a new time capsule will 
be placed. Like the old one, the time capsule will 
be representative of the times. Brockman said the 
contents of the original time capsule will also be 
included with the new one and the time capsule 
itself will be preserved and find a permanent home 
in Heritage Hall, which is located near the main 
entrance. Heritage Hall will also become home to 
donor recognition displays and other historic items.

“We’re hoping to find some comparable things to 
include,” Brockman said. “Maybe this one will be 
buried even longer.”

Brockman said beyond some standard items that 
relate to the recent expansion, a package of seeds 
will be included to pay tribute to the original time 
capsule. The process of opening up the 1967 
capsule showed the very flower seeds that were 
saved are represented in flowers that bloom each 
summer across Evergreen’s campus.

Evergreen leaders are hopeful that the new 
capsule will be a historical reminder of how far 
the organization has come. Today, Evergreen 
offers a variety of living situations and services to 
the broader community including independent 
and assistant living, long and short term skill 
nursing care, rehab services and provides physical, 
occupational, speech and aquatic therapy to both 
residents and outpatients.

“It’s an honor to be a part of Evergreen as 
it celebrates the milestone of service to the 
community for the last 50 years,” said Ken Arneson, 
president and CEO of Evergreen. “I look forward to 
our continued services into the next 50 years.

Continued from pg. 5



Late October brought a much-anticipated move in 
day for many at Evergreen.

A master site plan that started in 2010 is drawing 
close to a conclusion, in part, with the move in 
of residents to the newly construction spacious 
independent apartments on campus. The 
state-of-the-art apartments offer residents 
personalized finishes and cool 
new spaces to live. To date, 41 
of the planned 62 apartments 
are complete; the second phase 
of apartments is expected to be 
completed next spring.

Beyond the apartments, the six-
phase master site plan also offers 
the Evergreen campus a beautiful 
new main entrance, additional 
parking, a new Worship and 
Performing Arts Center, recreation 
spaces, a pub and library.

“At Evergreen, we’re really a community 
within a community—and these 
updates to campus just broadens that 
reach for how we can serve people,” 
said Theresa Brockman, marketing 
and business development manager 
at Evergreen. “As far as a senior living 
community, we are positioning Evergreen 
for success in our future.”

A formal celebration to acknowledge the 
conclusion of the second phase of the master site 
plan will be held in spring, but for now Evergreen 
leaders are focused on making new residents feel 
at home and inviting existing residents to utilize 

the new spaces. The new spaces will continue to 
push Evergreen on being a “welcoming gathering 
place,” Brockman said. 

“Seeing the last pieces of the master site plan is 
something to be proud of,” said Ken Arneson, 
president and 

CEO of Evergreen. “Evergreen has been a leader 
from the time of its founding and continues to live 
out this philosophy 50 years later,” Arneson added.

Continued on pg. 8 
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“You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream.”  ~C.S. Lewis

Master Site Plan Update

independent apartments on campus. The
state-of-the-art apartments offer residents 

“At Evergreen, we’re really a community 

updates to campus just broadens that 
reach for how we can serve people,” 

and business development manager 
at Evergreen. “As far as a senior living 
community, we are positioning Evergreen 

president and 



“These spaces will really come alive for our residents and offer some great 
opportunities for people to connect and have a good time.”
~ Theresa Brockman, marketing and business development manager

When Brockman talks about many of the new 
spaces on campus, she describes these spaces as 
a place that will make Evergreen continue to feel 
“alive.”

The Worship and Performing Arts Center will offer 
a wide variety of performances and programs, 
as will the Thomas E. Neta Library and Pub 67. 
Residents are involved in planning and have been 
consulted throughout the process.

“These spaces will really come alive for our 
residents and offer some great opportunities 
for people to connect and have a good time,” 
Brockman said.

Meanwhile, Heritage Hall 
will serve as a place that 
recognizes Evergreen’s 
history.

“Many of us feel we 
don’t know where we 
are going unless we 
know where we have 
been,” Brockman said. 

Heritage Hall 
is a space that 
recognizes donors, 
leadership and 
the organization’s 
history. It will 
also include the 
organization’s 
time capsule.

Meanwhile, Heritage Hall 
will serve as a place that 
recognizes Evergreen’s 
history.

“Many of us feel we 
don’t know where we 
are going unless we 
know where we have 
been,” Brockman said. 

Heritage Hall 
is a space that 
recognizes donors, 

A look back…
The master site plan was initiated in 
2010 with a capital campaign. Phase one 
included the opening of the Creekview 
Rehabilitation Center and the relocation of 
rehab services on the Evergreen campus. 
Phase two brought the relocation of 
assisted-living residents in 2014 and the 
updates to some surrounding common 
spaces. In Phase three, the renovation 
of the memory care building ShareHaven 
was completed, private bathrooms were 
added to each of the 20 accommodations 
and public spaces were expanded with the 
additions of an exercise and four seasons 
rooms. Completed in December of 2014 
was Phase four, which converted Garden 
Terrace to a Residential Care Apartment 
Complex, which included 10 new assisted 
living apartments. In the spring of 2015, 
Phase five began and addressed the lower 
level commons, which was expanded to 
create options and enhanced technology 
for meeting spaces. Additionally, in 
Phase five, the appearance of the main 
building was updated and the windows 
were replaced in Manor North and South 
apartments. Phase six is expected to be 
entirely complete in spring 2018.

“Throughout our history, Evergreen has 
remained committed to meeting the needs 
of each resident,” Arneson said. “Our 
plan for the future includes continuous 
growth and assessment of the needs of 
our community on a consistent basis. At 
Evergreen, we believe that wellness is a 
lifelong, active process and we want to 
offer the best facilities, spaces and homes 
for our community.”
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Tom Pecor of the 
Glass Haus, craftsman 
who built the new 
stained glass with 
Gretchen Herrmann, 
designer.

Continued from pg. 7



The Worship and Performing Arts Center has been 
a long-awaited gem as it relates to the renovations 
and construction at Evergreen over the last few 
years. Among the features of the Center is custom 
designed stained glass, which makes the space feel 
peaceful, yet “alive.” 

Local artist Gretchen Herrmann, who is also the 
designer for Green Leaves, created the layouts for 
the glass. Gretchen worked with a committee on 
the vision for the stained glass, to help shape the 
tone of the space. Tom Pecor of the Glass Haus in 
Green Bay was the craftsman who assembled the 
windows. 

“I envisioned a beautiful energy of 
color and light,” Gretchen said of the 
design. “I’ve always loved the quote 
from Elizabeth Kubler-Ross about 
people being like stained 
glass windows. “They 
sparkle and shine 
when the 
sun 

is out, but when the darkness sets in, their true 
beauty is revealed only if there is a light from 
within.” There were many powerful synchronicities 
involved in the creation of these windows and it’s 
obvious looking at the end result that there was an 
ethereal light shining in on all of us as we worked 
together on this radiant display.”

“My hope is that each person that reflects on the 
energy in the space will leave feeling inspired to 

sparkle and shine, and to 
bring their light to the 

world.” 

“The path isn’t a straight line; it’s a spiral. 
You continually come back to things you thought you understood and see deeper truths.”
~ Barry H. Gillespie
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The stained glass was designed 
with the infinity symbol and the 
spiral to symbolize the energy of 
life…the journey here and beyond…
always changing…forevermore.



Evergreen Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors

Rick Picard, Chair  
Mary Hansen, Vice-Chair 
Patti Andresen-Shew 
Carol Cameron
The Reverend 
   Canon Charles Cason 
Scott Decker 

Randy Husman 
Ginna Nelson 
Kathleen Propp
Pam Ruder 
Cathy Scherer 
Thomas J Wintheiser 

Dave Cameron’s 
average bicycle ride is 
15 to 20 miles long.
Cameron—who is 86 years young—knows that 
spending time on his bike keeps him healthy, 
vibrant and happy. His bike rides are used 
for everything from running daily errands, to 
heading to Omro for lunch or to Pickett for ice 
cream. 
“I enjoy riding and it also is pretty good physical 
exercise so I keep on doing it,” Cameron said. “I’m 
only going to keep riding until it becomes work. 
And then I won’t want to ride anymore.”
Cameron has been retired from his career at 
Kimberly Clark for about 30 years. His love for 
riding his bike started when he was still working. 
Back in his working days, Cameron would ride 
one way to work on his bike just about every 
day, which was about a 15-mile ride. To this day, 
he rides a double-digit number of miles about 
“every other day or so,” he said. 
“I will bike as long as I can into the winter if 
weather allows. I layer up and keep warm,” he 
said.

All of his travels—through Oshkosh and even out 
onto some of the country roads—happen on just 
one bicycle, which is a Trek that is “at least 12 
years old.”
“I just own one bike—with many thousands of 
miles on it,” Cameron said. “I like to go by myself. 
That way I can go at any pace I choose.”
Cameron lives at Evergreen with his wife, Carol, 
who he said is very supportive of the time he 
spends pedaling on his bike. Before his wife 
stopped driving, she was a great resource for 
coming to pick him and his bike up in bad 
weather or in the case of a mishap like a flat tire, 
which Cameron admits has not happened many 
times because he takes good care of his bike.
“In all these years, I’ve only tangled with a car 
once,” he said. “I wasn’t hurt and I got back on my 
bike and rode more the next day. It did scare the 
daylights out of me and hurt a little bit.”
These days, Cameron is proud of an extra 
insurance he carries, which he said “now 
answers bike calls!”
Beyond Oshkosh and his original hometown of 
Neenah, Cameron has taken his bike on many 
adventures around the state and beyond. 

“I just own one bike–with many thousands of miles on it.”
                                                                                                   ~Dave Cameron

Evergreen Retirement Community, Inc. Board of Directors

Dede DeWitt, Chair
Gini Davis
Steve Dunn
Vernice Haase, 
   Vice-Chair
Elizabeth Hartman
John Hintze

Sue Kreibich
Marcia Larson
Fred Lilly
Sandy Muinde
Roy Ney
John Newman
Rick Pricard

Tom Ramsey
Barbara Rau
Luella Remmel
Chris VanStraten
Cathy Weigand
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Resident Profile: Dave Cameron



Bill Christianson
Steve Cummings
Anna Filipova, Chair

Betty Paterson
Bill Urbrock, Vice-Chair

Evergreen Village, Inc. Board of Directors

Ken Arneson, President/CEO
Peggy Bellin, VP Health and Support Services 
John Krueger, VP Finance and Information Services 
Erin Sanders, VP Human Resources 
Carol Staszkiewicz, VP Foundation Advancement

Evergreen Staff Support

Founders  Howard and Ruth Rowland

Green Leaves Editor  Theresa Brockman

Cameron and his wife were lucky, he said, to spend 
many years wintering in Florida and traveling to 
other destinations. 
Cameron has participated in and completed 
organized bike rides that span more than 100 
and 500 miles (over a few days). He said over the 
years his children have even participated in some 
organized rides with him, which have created 
some invaluable memories. 
Cameron is particularly proud of one of his longest 
rides ever—a 130-mile trip from Oshkosh to the 
family cottage.
“When you take the back roads, it adds a few miles 
here and there,” he said. “The family followed me 
up there to make sure I made it alright.”
Cameron keeps track of his rides with a computer 
on his bike that lets him know his speed, miles 
biked, calories burned “and all of that,” he said. “All 
I do is look at the speed and distance and just keep 
pedaling.”
For the past few years, his goal has been to put on 
2,000 miles per year and ride at least one ride in 
every month. He’s proud of his achieved goals—
and doesn’t plan to quit any time soon.

“I just own one bike–with many thousands of miles on it.”
                                                                                                   ~Dave Cameron
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“I will bike as long as I 
can into the winter if the 
weather allows. I layer up 
and keep warm.”
~Dave Cameron, Evergreen resident
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1130 North Westfield Street   •   Oshkosh, WI 54902
Phone (920) 233-2340   •   Fax (920) 237-2109
www.EvergreenOshkosh.com

Ask the Experts!Winter is on my head, but eternal spring is in my heart. ~Victor Hugo

Search “Evergreen Retirement Community” on 
Facebook, and click “Like” and “Follow.”

Social media is a 
remarkable tool for 
keeping in touch and 
learning new things. 
Evergreen hosts a  
Facebook page that offers a 
variety of information—from 
photos and videos of current 
happenings to announcements 
of events or current job 
openings. Join our community 
online by “liking” and “following” our 
Facebook page.

See you in the cyberworld!




