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“The tulips are coming. The tulips are coming.” Yes, we know it may not look or feel like it, 

but they are. Despite the blustery days we’ve had in this early portion of spring, summer’s 

flowers are on their way, including the tulips. In fact, we’ve already had few sightings of 

yellow and light purple crocus blooms and some daffodil stems supporting their blossoms 

ready to open. Here’s an example of what we’ve found. 
 

                                    
 

Of course, those sightings were before the weather changed so abruptly and turned more 

winter-like, but they do demonstrate that the daffodils and tulips aren’t too far behind.  
 

As far as the weather conditions here in Wisconsin, it probably helps to remember what one 

American author Henry Van Dyke aptly pointed out, “The first day of spring is one thing – 

the first spring day is another. The difference between them is sometimes as great as a 

month.” Let’s hope there won’t be that long of a difference between these types of days 

although it seems Mr. Van Dyke could very well have this season pegged. 
 

Now that we have detected one of spring’s visual observations (the crocus flowers) and are 

hoping our quiet invitation for better weather will be accepted, here’s a few seasonal 

thoughts and facts:  
 

 On the first day of spring, March 20th, the length of the day is 12 hours and 

8 minutes long and it is the same length in both of earth’s northern and 

southern hemispheres.  

 Our well known migratory birds to our campus have returned, the robin, 

the red winged blackbird, Canadian Geese and Blue Herons, just to name a 

few.  

 Mallards and Wood Ducks have been frequenting our portion of the Sawyer 

Creek waters.  

 Maple sap is beginning to run in our savannah. 

 Finally, a couple of nature related dates to remember is Earth Day – April 

22nd and Arbor Day – April 27th. 
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As previously reported crocus and daffodils have emerged, but soon a whole group of lessor 

appreciated flowering perennials will arrive. These are our woodland wildflowers found 

predominately in our neighboring savannah. These are commonly known as Trout Lilies, 

Wood Poppies, Blood Roots, Dutchman Breeches, Shooting Stars, Virginia Bluebells, Wood 

Anemones, Trilliums, Snowdrops and Mayapples. There are many more, but you get the 

idea. Here are a few photos from last spring to give you a sample of what’s out there. 
 

 

         
     Shooting Star                        Trout Lily                                 Blood Root 

 

       
    Dutchman’s Breeches                Mayapples                      Virginia Bluebells 
 

We do have a great variety of wildflowers in our woods, but these are unique in that they 

pass-by mostly undetected, because they specialize in emerging quickly, accelerating their 

growth, launching their bloom time and producing seed before the overhead woodland trees 

ever leaf out. They have to maximize the limited time when there is more sunlight and 

moisture available to them and have become proficient at it. It isn’t long a season for them 

and before you know it, they have died back to their underground parts for the rest of the 

year before the woodland shade begins to predominate. 
 

In the plant world this class of plants is referred to as ephemerals (e -fem- erals) meaning, 

“lasting a short time or quickly fading”. Not only are there springtime ephemerals, but  
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these types of rapidly growing and fading-away class of plants are also found in the desert, 

mud flats, anywhere water quickly comes and goes, and weedy areas. 

 

Now that you know about these wildflowers that appear in our every own savannah, we 

hope you’ll be able see them for yourselves as you travel about the trails or explore them 

online. 

 

Speaking of the woods, this is where you’ll also find the grounds 

crew of late. Yes, in the early springtime, before all the planting 

and lawn mowing requirements begin, we are generally afforded 

the opportunity to migrate to Evergreen’s savannah woodland 

acreage. There, we have been busy pruning and trimming low lying 

branches from a variety of trees, clearing out the downed 

windblown branches exposed from the melting snow, removing 

diseased and hazardous trees, cleaning out more shoreline weeds 

and brush away from the creek and eradicating any remaining 

buckthorn and other invasive trees and brush. Of course, snow 

removal and salting the parking areas and walkways has continued 

to be a winter-long priority and has distracted us from the woodland at times, but we know 

what an asset the savannah and the associated shoreline is for many of you and we will 

continue to do our best to keep it as inviting and as pleasurable as we possibly can. 
 

We are also in the midst of landscape planning for the new courtyard addition 

and refreshing some our traditional beds throughout the rest of the campus with different 

color schemes and combinations. We just can’t seem to rest on our past endeavors and 

instead are striving for continuous improvement in the presentation of the flowers and their 

arrangements.  

 

As a matter of fact, when we last published the fall Gazette last October, we began a small 

introduction with descriptions of some of the new plants that you will see in the waterfall 

centered courtyard. In that issue we covered five of the following: Golden Japanese 

Spikenard, Abby Road Masterwort, Pink Gas Plant, Red Dragon Avens and Darl Towers 

Beardtongue. If you can’t recall these plants, don’t worry. They can also be seen online, 

and we will consider adding small label identifiers for a time being amid a grouping to 

satisfy the inquisitive if necessary. 
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Our next group of flowering plants for this issue are: Golden Queen Globeflower, Cimicifuga 

Black Beauty, Penstemon Huskers Red, Ligularia Przewalskii, and Rodersia Cherry Blush. 

Don’t be concerned if you can’t pronounce these beauties, we only present them here, so 

you know what they look like and will be more visual reminders of our earnest efforts to 

provide a continual planned effort to keep our campus landscape more unique and inviting. 

From this issue, you can just refer to them as Group 2. How’s that sound? So here they are: 

 

         
 

Golden Queen Globeflower           Cimicifuga           Pensteman Huskers Road  

                                                   Black Beauty 

               

                 
 

                Ligularia Przewalskii                    Rodgersia Cherry Blush 
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And now we come to our regular feature of our star bird of the 

campus for this issue. Do you recognize these two guys? They are 

none other than the sure-footed Nuthatch. Around these parts 

we have two varieties, the White Breasted and the Red Breasted. 

For Evergreen, the White Breasted is a year-round visitor to your 

birdfeeder, whereas; the Red Breasted is predominately a winter 

visitor. They both look similar except for the Red Breasted 

nuthatch variety is a bit smaller and has a cinnamon colored 

belly and a black streaked eye liner as the included pictures 

demonstrate. Other than the noted colorations, both varieties 

characteristics are the same. Here is a sampling: 

 

 Nuthatches consume seeds and insects and will commonly visit a backyard or 

window feeder. 

 Both varieties nest in cavities in trees. The white breasted nuthatches will peck 

out a fresh one if an existing one isn’t available. The red Breasted won’t, but they 

both generally prefer aspens and pine. 

 They will use a crevice in a tree’s bark to stage a seed to crack it open or save it 

for later. 

 One of the few types of birds that can hop upside down along a tree’s surface and 

under a branch in search for insect eggs and larvae thanks to the overly large hind 

claws on the back of their feet. 

 Will line the entrance of its nest cavity with pine sap to keep larger birds and 

other rascals away from its eggs. They are known to use a piece of bark as an 

application tool.                                  

 Nuthatches are found all over the world such as Europe, Asia and all the Americas. 

 Males and females look identical and mate for life. 

 Usually comingle with flocks of Chickadees. 

 

You could say that’s a considerable list for such a lively and clever little bird and it 
is. They certainly can be an Evergreen favorite visitor once the birdfeeder is 
filled. Happy bird watching! 
 
*************************************************************************************** 
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Finally, we will leave you with what we consider a few uplifting springtime thoughts and 
a photo despite the actual weather conditions: 
 
“No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn.”       - Hal Borland 
 
“Spring is the time of the year when it’s summer in the sun and winter in the shade.”                                                                         
– Charles Dickens 
 
“Where flowers bloom so does hope.”                          - Lady Bird Johnson 
 
 
And for your Arbor Day festivities: 
 
“He who plants trees, loves others besides himself.”     - Thomas Fuller 
 
 
And one especially for Earth Day: 
 
“The earth is what we all have in common.”                  – Wendall Berry 

 
 *************************************************************************************                               
 

 

 

 
 

“Did you hear the news? The Gazette said the tulips are coming. Pass it on.” 
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